[Acute colonic pseudo-obstruction (Ogilvie's syndrome), a life-threatening complication after total hip replacement].
In the literature, an acute colonic pseudo-obstruction (Ogilvie's syndrome) is frequently observed as a complication after hip arthroplasty. It results in a massive colon dilatation without mechanical obstructions and can lead to a life-threatening colon perforation with a high mortality. We report on a 81-year-old male patient who suffered from an acetabular fracture after falling down with a concomitant coxarthrosis at the same hip side. A total hip arthroplasty was performed using a Müller cap. Postoperatively, he developed an acute colonic pseudo-obstruction that was treated conservatively with multiple colonoscopic decompressions. The importance of prompt recognition, careful monitoring and appropriate management to reduce morbidity and mortality are supported by this case. Early diagnosis and colonoscopic decompressions play a key role in the therapy for Ogilvie's syndrome. In case of a failure of conservative treatment or peritonism, an early laparotomy and coecostomy are necessary.